


Introduction 

The Wildlife Trust of South and West Wales covers almost 
half of Wales, with boundaries extending from Lavernock in 
the south east, and the Black Mountains in the north east, to 
Skomer Island, in the furthest west, and north from the 
Gower as far as the Dyfi, deep in mid-Wales. 

The landscape is diverse, with many outstanding opportunities for 

nature, including mountains and moorlands, bogs and fens, woodlands 

and grassland, lakes and rivers. The marine environment is equally 

important: we are a coastal trust, with rugged cliffs, islands, sandy 

shores, estuaries, salt marshes and, of course, the open sea. 

We have very large areas of urban and post-industrial landscape - the 

places where most people live. These are places which were once 

ravaged by the impact of heavy industry, but today are full of 

opportunities for nature's recovery. From a distant perspective these 

are glorious places, a cultural landscape reflecting much earlier times 

when our ancestors found some harmony with nature. 

But if we look too closely the detail is missing: it is a seriously 

depleted landscape, a consequence of our recent unhappy relationship 

with nature. 

Welsh wildlife is in peril, and we are losing our 

precious species and habitats. 17% of all 

species in Wales are at risk of extinction. Over 

the past 50 years there has been a 13% decline 

in the abundance of species, with a 6% decline 

over the past decade alone, and the rate of 

decline is accelerating. 

There have also been alarming changes in 

species distribution (the areas which species 

occupy). Taking the UK as a whole, distribution 

has declined by 5%, but in Wales the rate of 

loss is 10%: double the UK rate. 

Our wildlife trust has seen some spectacular 

gains: water voles have been reintroduced to 

the Gwendraeth Valley and the Puffin 

population on our Pembrokeshire islands has 

tripled since the turn of the century. 

But these are the exceptions, and we must not 

be deceived. More widely, Turtle Doves and 

Corn Buntings have already become extinct 

in Wales, Curlew are increasingly rare and 

25% of moths have declined. 

Unfortunately, we are all too easily misled 

by some of the more obvious, but 

superficial, changes. Our rivers may look 

cleaner, but fish are declining, and, 

although woodland cover has increased, 

plantation woodlands compare 

unfavourably with our ancient, native, 

broad leaf woodlands. 

The climate crisis is an urgent, escalating 

problem. We are already witnessing the 

disastrous impact on wildlife and we are 

also in deep trouble. 

This is just the beginning: we will 

experience more losses to wildlife, more 

violent storms, more flooding, more wild 

fires, and longer, more frequent, periods 

of drought. 



Our strategy 

Our strategy closely engages with The Wildlife Trusts (TWT) 

strategy. 

Our strategy has also been guided by, and is as far as possible 

consistent with, the Wildlife Trusts Wales (WTW) strategy, 

reflecting the principles and values which we share with the 

other Welsh Wildlife Trusts, but also taking account of our 

local perspective and specific interests. We have adopted the 

structure developed by WTW for our strategy. 

Many of our activities will be carried out in partnership with 

WTW andTWT. 

Please see two additional separate documents: The WTW 

strategy and the WTW document 'Our Vision for Welsh 

Wildlife: 

The key contents of the WTW strategy which 

have direct relevance to the WTSWW 

strategy: 

The Wildlife Trusts in Wales believe that nature is integral to our lives. People 

are part of nature and all life on earth is mutually interdependent. 

Everything we value comes from nature and everything we do impacts upon 

wildlife. 

The WTW three key themes and goals aligned with those of the TWT 

Strategy listed below and shown in a diagram on the following page. The 

WTSWW will share these goals: 

Action for Nature 

Key Goal: 30% of land and sea managed for nature by 2030 

Action with people 

Key Goal: One in four people taking action for nature by 2030 

Action on Climate 

Key Goal: Achievement of Net Zero by 2030 





Nature Emergency 

target: 

30% of land & sea 

for nature 

by 2030 

VISION 

A future where wildlife is abundant, resilient 

and secure; where opportunities for nature, 

both in our urban and rural environments, 

are optimal; where extensive, interconnected 

natural habitats are robust and sustainable, 

providing opportunities for the full range of 

native species. 

People 

disconnected 

from nature - target: 

1 in 4 people taking 

action by 

2030 
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