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1. Welsh Political News
Question to Deputy Minister for Fisheries: 

Antoinette Sandbach (North Wales): Will the Minister outline her spending priorities and detail programmes within the capital budget action 'Developing, managing and enforcing Welsh fisheries and aquaculture.’ (WAQ57719)

The Deputy Minister for Agriculture, Food, Fisheries and European Programmes (Alun Davies): My priorities are to develop and manage viable and sustainable fisheries within Wales, which includes the development of a robust enforcement regime for managing fisheries and aquaculture, and the promotion of the European Fisheries Fund in Wales. The development of the enforcement regime includes a stocktake of enforcement responsibilities, assessment of current operational activity, resources and assets, and identification of future enforcement requirements. 

Deputy Minister visits pioneering sustainable fisheries project (31.08.2011)

3. General Marine related news from around Wales (external websites)
Research explodes myth about migration habits of young puffins (04.08.2011)
Illegal cocklers caught on Dee Estuary (10.08.2011)

Huge fin whales make return to Pembrokeshire Waters (21.08.2011)
4. General UK Marine & Political News
The death of one of natures giants (10.08.2011)

North Sea spill ‘substantial’: An oil spill in the North Sea is estimated to amount to several hundred tonnes, making it the biggest such leak in more than a decade, according to UK Government figures.

 JNCC launches public consultation to on selection of three SACs: Joint Nature Conservation Committee (JNCC) launched a public consultation on the selection of three important marine protected areas for reef habitat and carbonate structures. The three sites are proposed as Special Areas of Conservation (SACs).  The consultation lasts for three months until 29 September 2011 and can be viewed here.

The future of marine renewable in the UK Inquiry: The Energy and Climate Change Committee has launched an inquiry to investigate the potential for marine renewables to contribute towards the UK’s renewables and emissions targets.

Richard Benyon’s question and answers to CFP reform: Please see the attached for Richard Benyon’s response to the draft proposals for the reform of the CFP.

Defra’s independent review of MSAC: Independent review of the evidence process for selecting marine special areas of conservation
Strangford Lough, Ireland: A £1 million study on protecting Strangford Lough's rich marine life could spark new safeguards around fishing, boating and diving in the waterway.
5. World Marine News

Multi-ocean stresses threaten ‘globally significant’ marine extinction
Grey seals do not prevent Cod recovery
9 MPAs support 84% of marine mammals
Tuna at risk of extinction
Cod resurgence in Canadian waters
Common Fisheries Policy Reform: The European Commission have released their draft proposals for their Reform of the Common Fisheries Policy.

